
JORY 
You ' re an American .. . 

AMIR 
It' s tribal, Jor. It is in the bones. You have no idea how I was brought up. 
You have to work real hard to root that shit out. 

JORY 
Well, you need to keep working. 

AMIR 
I am. 

[EMILY HAS GOIT EN UP TO GO TO AMIR.] 
What? 

That's enough. 
[TAKING HIS GLASS.] 

I' m gonna make you some coffee. 

EMILY 

[EMILY EXITS TO THE KITCHEN. LONG AWKWARD PAUSE.] 

AMIR 
What? 

[TO ISAAC, CONCILIATORY.] 
Look ... I' m sure it's not all that different than how you feel about Israel 
sometimes . .. 

ISAAC 
Excuse me? 

AMIR 
You're going to tell me you' ve never felt anything like that - an unexpected 
blush of pride, say . .. 

ISAAC 
Blush? I don ' t feel anything like a blush. 

AMIR 
When you hear about Israel throwing its military weight around? 

ISAAC 
I'm critical of Israel. A lot of Jews are. 

AMIR 
And when you hear Ahrnadinajad talk about wiping Israel into the Mediterranean, 
how do you feel then? 
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ISAAC 
Outraged. Like anybody else. 

AMIR 
Not everybody's outraged. A lot of folks like hearing that. 

ISAAC 
You like hearing that? 

AMIR 
I said a lot of folks ... 

[EMILY APPEARS IN THE KITCHEN DOORWAY.] 

ISAAC 
I asked you if you like hearing it? Do you like hearing about Israel getting wiped 
into the ocean? 

JORY 
Isaac .. . 

ISAAC 
No. I want to know ... 

AMIR 
Sometimes? Yes ... 

EMILY 
[WITH HINTS OF DESPAIR.] 

Amir. We're supposed to be celebrating. 

AMIR 
[IGNORING, OVER.] 

And I' m saying it's wrong. And it comes from somewhere. And that somewhere 
is Islam. 

ISAAC 
No shit it 's wrong. But it doesn't come from Islam. It comes from you. Islam has 
no monopoly on fundamentalism. It doesn't come from a text. 

AMIR 
You don' t need to patronize me -

ISAAC 
You've been patronizing me this whole conversation. I think you can bear with 
being patronized just a bit. You don't I ike organized religion? Fine. You have a 
particular antipathy for the one you were born into? Fine. Maybe you feel a little 
more strongly about it than most of us because .. . whatever. Fine. 
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JORY 
Isaac. 

ISAAC 
But I'm not interested in your absurd - and frankly, more than a little 
terrifying- generalizations . .. 

JORY 
[FIRM.] 

Isaac. 

ISAAC 
What? 

JORY 
Stop it. 

ISAAC 
Okay. 

[ANOTHER TENSE PAUSE.] 

AMIR 
You ' re na"ive. 

ISAAC 
I' m nai"ve? 

EMILY 
Amir. Can I see you for a minute? 

[EMILY EXITS.) 

AMIR 
[FOLLOWING HER OUT.] 

Nai"ve and well-meaning. And you ' re on a collision course with history. 
[EXITING.) 

What? What? 

[ONCE HE'S GONE:] 

ISAAC 
What a fucking asshole. 

JORY 
He' s the asshole? 

ISAAC 
Did you hear him? 
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JORY 
What's gotten into you? 

ISAAC 
Fucking closet j ihadist. 

JORY 
Will you shut up? 

ISAAC 
I will never understand what you see in this guy. 

JORY 
Something's off tonight. J think maybe he knows 

[OFF ISAAC'S LOOK.] 
About me. 

ISAAC 
How would he? 

JORY 
He's mentioned Steven a few times ... I don ' t know? Maybe Mort told him? 

ISAAC 
Well. He 's going to find out sooner or later. 

JORY 
I wanted to be the one to tell him. I owe him that much. 

ISAAC 
Then you should have told him when it happened. 

JORY 
I' m under confidentiality. 

ISAAC 
Well, I don't know what to tell you. 

JORY 
I think I need to tell him. 

[THE KITCHEN DOOR FLIES OPEN AND AMIR COMES 
BOUNDfNG BACK, HEADfNG FOR THE COATS. EMILY 
APPEARS BEHfND HIM.] 

AMIR 
[CLEARLY fNTOXICATED.] 

You come over here with good news. We should be celebrating. Jt 's Emi ly's 
night. I'm gonna go out and get us some champagne. 
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