
AMIR 
Abe Jensen. Really? 

ABE 
You know how much easier things are for me since I changed my name? It' s in 
the Quran. It says you can hide your religion if you have to. It's called taqiyya -

AMIR 
[COMING IN.] 

I'm not talking about the Quran. Just layoff it with me and your folks at least. 

ABE 
It ' s gotta be one thing or the other. I can ' t be all mixed up. 

EMILY 
[TO AMIR, OFF HIS REACTION.] 

You changed your name, too. 

ABE 
You were lucky. You didn't have to change your first name. Could be Christian. 
Jewish. Plus, you were born here. It's different. 

EMILY 
[TO ABE.] 

You want something, sweetie? Coffee, juice? 

ABE 
Nah. I'm good. 

AMIR 
So what' s up? 

EMILY 
l ' lllet you two gentlemen talk. 

AMIR 
No need. Everybody knows you're in on this. 

[TO ABE.] 
So you' ve been calling her, too? 

ABE 
You weren ' t calling me back. 

AMIR 
Why are we still talking about this? I' m a corporate lawyer. In mergers and 
acquisitions -

EMILY 
Who started in the public defender' s -
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AMIR 
That was years ago. 

ABE 
Imam Fareed didn' t do anything. 

AMIR 
That guy should have been more careful .. . 

ABE 
Every church in the country collects money. It's how they keep their doors open. 
We're entitled, too. He' s running a mosque-

EMILY 
It's the law. It ' s in the constitution. Just because they're collecting money doesn ' t 
mean it's for Hamas. 

AMIR 
What does any of this have to do with me? 

EMILY 
It doesn't matter to you that an innocent man is in prison? 

AMIR 
I don't know Patriot Act law. The guy ' s already got a legal team. Ken and Alex, 
they're amazing lawyers. 

ABE 
They 're not Muslim. 

AMIR 
There we go. 

ABE 
What? 

AMIR 
What I thought. I'm not gonna be part of a legal team just because your Imam is a 
bigot. 

ABE 
He' s not a bigot. He 'd just be more comfortable if there was a Muslim on the 
case, too .. . 

AMIR 
More comfortable if he wasn ' t being represented by a couple of Jews? 

ABE 
No. He liked you. He said you were a good man. 
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AMIR 
Well, he might not feel the same way if he knew how I really felt about 
his religion. 

[OFF-HAND.] 
That's just a phase. 

[TAKEN ABACK.] 
Excuse me? 

ABE 

AMIR 

ABE 
That's what Mom says Grandma used to say about you. That you were working 
something out. That you were such a good Muslim when you were a kid. And that 
you had to go the other way for a while. 

[DUMBFOUNDED.] 
The other way? 

Yeah. 

[BEAT.] 

AMIR 

ABE 

AMIR 
Sit down, Hussein. I want to tell you something. 

So just tell me. 

No. I want you to sit down first. 
[ABE SITS.] 

ABE 

AMIR 

When was the first time you had a crush? 

ABE 
I thought you wanted to tell me something. 

AMIR 
I' m getting to it. Your first crush ... 

ABE 
[GLANCING AT EMILY.] 

Umm ... Fifth grade. A girl named Nas leema .. . 

AMIR 
I was in sixth. Her name was Rivkah. 
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